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Christianity ls Communal 


The mentality of primitive Christianity was essentially communal. The 
fundamental fact of New Testament Christianity was the New Israel taking 
the place of the Old. The person and work of Jesus Christ were the founda- 
tions of the New Israel which is the Christian Church. This new community, 
gathered first around the resurrected Christ or later around His great apostle, 
Paul, was not the outcome of some common effort of individual men seeking 
God. The Church was rather the result of God seeking man. Conversion meant 
becoming aware that God loves and seeks us. The new people of God was 
composed of the elect because Jesus was the Elect of God around Whom the 


elect were gathered. It was composed of saints because Jesus was the Saint 


of God. 


—J. G. H. Hoffman, La Vie Chretienne, cited by 
Paul T. Fuhrmann, in Introduction to 
THE GREAT CREEDS OF THE CHURCH, Westminster. 


Library of Congress Exc 
Chief Accessions Division 
Washington DC 














Among other important items in 
this issue appears the last of four 
articles on the new literature now in 
preparation for Sunday School (and 
other) use in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., the Reformed Church 
in America (and others). Additional 
copies of these issues as well as of the 
special number containing the pro- 
posal for Church re-alignment which 
appeared last week are available from 
the Weaverville office, at 10c each, 
$1.00 per doz. 





We want to say a further word 
about the Sunday School lessons in 
the Journal: 


1) The new approach does not easily 
fit the teaching method used in 99% 
of adult S. S. classes. That is because, 


2) The teaching method used in 99% 
of all adult S. S. classes involves no 
real Bible study on the part of any 
member of the class (except the teach- 
er). 


Most S. S. classes are mainly lec- 
ture periods which the members con- 
sider to be another church service 
with less worship and a longer ser- 
mon. Many who attend S. S. and fol- 
low that hour with a regular worship 
service go home feeling they have 
been to church twice. Some of them 
go home after S. S., feeling it isn’t 
necessary to sit through two sermons. 


We have had school teachers to tell 
us that one S. S. hour is more weary- 
ing and requires more preparation 
that a whole week of teaching school. 
This, we submit, is because in school 
they have the children do the work, 
in S. S. they do the work themselves 
while the “children” sit and listen. 


We believe that what Christians 
need today is Bible study. Not Bi- 
ble lectures. If a Sunday School teach- 
er will take one of the Journal lessons 
and let the class follow it through, it 
will take less preparation on the part 
of the teacher and the class will get 
more out of their Bibles. 


We do not pretend to be offering a 
study aid which will let most S. S. 
teachers continue to speak to their 
classes as in the past. We do believe 


we now offer the best aid for indi- 


vidual and group Bible study in print. 
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NATIONALISM FEVER HITS 


BRAZIL—Student groups have pe- 
titioned Brazil’s new president, Janio 
Quadros, to nationalize two Presbyter- 
ian institutions. 


Brazil’s largest and finest, Mac- 
Kenzie University in Sao Paulo, is a 
Presbyterian institution with more 
than 7,000 students. At the recent in- 
stallation of its new administrative 
staff, the student representative said, 
“We don’t care about birth certifi- 
cates.” Referring to the election of 
Dr. Richard Waddel (distinguished 
second generation United Presbyterian 
missionary) as president, the student 
launched into a verbal tirade against 
the new director of that famed uni- 
versity. 


At almost the some moment stu- 
dents from Gammon College’s agricul- 
tural school in Lavras, Minas Gerais, 
went to Brasilia to petition President 
Quadros to confiscate the Southern 
Presbyterian Board’s college of agri- 
culture and make it a federal govern- 
ment institution. 


The students oppose the American 
Protestant administration and _ its 
spiritual emphasis. Brazilian male 
students (who have little or no home 
discipline) resent the mission-oriented 
school discipline. Coupled with a gen- 
eral tendency to blame all of Brazil’s 
troubles on the United States, student 
sentiment is running strongly “anti- 
American.” 


A representative commission in- 
cluding Drs. Waddel and (L. G.) Cal- 
houn, presidents of MacKenzie and 
Gammon, respectively, and a retired 
Brazilian Army Colonel, Theodoro 
Pupo (new MacKenzie treasurer) are 
in consultation with President Quad- 
ros. 


—Rev. Pierre Dubose 


Revamped Seminary Curriculum Proposed 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (RNS) 
Need for more social sciences in the 
training of ministerial students and a 
proposed new six-year curriculum of 
theological education were outlined 
here by Dr. Hans Hofmann of Har- 
vard University’s Divinity School. He 
has just completed a five-year pilot 
study at Harvard to develop a cur- 
riculum in religion and mental health 
suitable for Protestant seminaries. 


In his final report to the National 
Institute of Mental Health which sup- 
ported the project, Dr. Hofmann de- 
clared that “theological education to- 
day must face squarely a radical re- 
orientation of its total educational ap- 
proach.” 


Dr. Hofmann’s proposed curricu- 
lum would be in three successive two- 
year-steps — academic foundations, 
contemporary dialogue and supervised 
internship. “The first two years,” 
Dr. Hofmann said, “would be given 
over to an intensive study of the tra- 


dition of the student’s faith and the 
world in which he is going to minister. 
These two years would be strictly and 
exclusively academic in nature and 
equally divided between theology 
from the Old Testament to the pres- 
ent — and the social sciences.” 





Contemporary dialogue, the second 
two-year phase, would be divided be- 
tween “independent reading and sem- 
inars on the one hand and practical 
experience in phases of communal and 
pastoral work on the other.” In this 
“the minister can be learning to com- 
municate the traditions of his faith 
in precisely the way he will have to 
do it later in his parish work.” 


At the end of four years, Dr. Hof- 
mann said, the student should be able 
“to use theological knowledge in di- 
rect and topical application to current 
pastoral, communal! and cultural prob- 
lems.” (See Editorial, “How Semi- 
nary Curricula Are Changed,” p. 12.) 





NEB "Rettaenine Sales 
Make It Best-Seller 


NEW YORK (RNS) — Complete 
and near sell-outs of the New English 
Bible’s New Testament by thousands 
of bookstores throughout the country 
have zoomed it to the top of the best- 
seller list in the United States. 
Branches of the Cambridge and Ox- 
ford University Presses here already 
have ordered an extra 100,000 copies 
for a total printing of $350,000. This 
is in addition to 125,000 copies print- 
ed by six religious books clubs here. 
The university presses in London had 
an initial printing of 900,000. 


Meanwhile, Toronto bookstores said 
Canadian sales were so heavy that the 
country’s stock of 50,000 copies was 
likely to be exhausted quickly. Distrib- 
utors said no more copies would be 
available in Canada until a second 
printing is completed. The new Bible, 
a fresh translation into contemporary 
English idiom from original Hebrew 
and Greek texts, is the result of 13 
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years’ work by an interdenominational 
committee of Biblical scholars repre- 
senting 11 major groups in the British 
Isles. (See Journal, March 15, p. 5.) 





‘Smut-Mobile’ Used 


OKLAHOMA CITY (RNS) 
Church, PTA and other groups 
wheeled a “smut-mobile” piled high 
with objectionable literature before 
a Senate committee here to em- 
phasize the need for anti-obscen- 
ity legislation. 


The committee was conducting 
hearings on a bill which would en- 
able a jury to determine what pub- 
lications are obscene. It would 
then be illegal for distributors to 
handle the obscene materials. 
Many magazines on newsstands, the 
lawmakers were told, _ ridicule 
America’s traditional heroes and 
tear down the moral fiber of young- 
people. 














‘New Understandings’ 
Aim of Work Camps 


NEW YORK — Eleven hundred 
young people from 55 nations “will 
seek a new understanding of each oth- 
er’s religious beliefs and cultural back- 
ground this summer” at ecumenical 
camps, the National Council of 
Churches has announced. 


The Rev. C. Frederick Stoerker of 
the NCC Christian Education Division, 
American program director for the 
World Council of Churches project, 
said the concern which motivates the 
250 Americans who will participate 
has received further impetus from the 
projected U. S. Youth Peace Corps 
which “parallels in its program much 
of that of the Ecumenical Work 
Camps.” 


Work projects of the groups range 
from the construction of a rehabilita- 
tion center for narcotics addicts in 
Hong Kong and providing final man- 
ual labor for the Hiroshima Memorial 
Park in Japan to enlarging the facili- 
ties of Wilgespruit Center, the only 
interracial youth camp in the Union 
of South Africa. 


(Editor’s note: And nowhere in the 
three-page NCC release on the camps 
is anything said about the possibility 
of spreading the Gospel. The word 
“Christian” appears only once: in the 
name of the National Student Chris- 
tian Federation, the NCC arm which 
will arrange to send U. S. students to 
The conclud- 

Bible study 


as a part of the program.) 


the overseas projects. 
ing paragraph mentions 


Church Wants Steeple; 
Navy Remembers None 


GAINESVILLE, Ga. (RNS) — The 
Navy has turned thumbs down on re- 
placing the steeple of Mill Methodist 
church, removed during World War II 
when a Naval air station was estab- 
lished here in 1944. 


The Rev. Truman Thomas, pastor, 
said he got the rejection second-hand 
— a copy of a letter sent by the 
Navy to U. S. Sen. Richard B. Rus- 
sell (D.-Ga.) stating that the Navy 
could find no documents or any sailor 
who remembered an agreement to re- 
place the steeple. 


But the pastor contends the Navy 
removed the copper-clad steeple to 
keep fledgling pilots from flying 
against it and agreed to replace it at 


the end of the war. And with the war 
long over, the congregation wants the 
steeple back because the church 
“looks like a peacock with its tail 
feathers pulled out.” 


But Rear Admiral Robert E. M. 
Ward, chief of the Navy’s legislative 
affairs office in Washington, D. C., 
informed Sen. Russell that a search 
of its files in the Sixth Naval District 
turned up nothing. 


Mr. Thomas reported, however, he 
turned up a reference to the steeple 
removal in old church minutes and 
sent it to the Navy. Minutes show 
that the congregation on April 22, 
1944, “discussed giving the Navy per- 
mission to remove the tower (i.e., 
steeple) if they replace it after the 
war” and voted approval. 


“If the Navy has no records on it,” 
the minister added, “‘I’d like to know 
what authority they have for going 
and jerking the top off a church!” 





Amendment Introduced 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — The pro- 
posed Christian Amendment to the 
United States Constitution has again 
been introduced in Congress. On Jan- 
uary 4 Congressman Eugene Siler of 
Kentucky introduced H. J. Res. 103 in 
the House of Representatives, and on 
February 2 Representative Katherine 
St. George of New York introduced H. 
J. Res. 189. These bills propose that 
the Constitution be amended to state 
that “this nation devoutly recognizes 
the authority and law of Jesus Christ, 
Saviour and Ruler of nations, through 
whom are bestowed the blessings of 
Almighty God.” 


Congressman Siler has introduced 
the Christian Amendment in every ses- 
sion of Congress since 1955. Shortly 
after his first introduction he said: 
“In my way of thinking this is the 
most important and far-reaching leg- 
islative program now pending in our 
lawmaking body.” 


* = * = 


(Editor’s note: In our opinion some 
such amendment as that represented 
by the “Christian Amendment” will 
give America the necessary legal foun- 
dation upon which a moral superstruc- 
ture can be built within which the 
rights of minorities can be recognized 
and respected without detracting from 
the rights of the majority.) 
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Radical Theology Leads 
To Pastor’s Discharge 


NANTUCKET, Mass. (RNS) — 
The Rev. Bruce Koeiner, 28, pastor 
of Center Street Methodist church 
here, has been discharged for express. 
ing convictions which a pastoral com- 
mittee said were radically different 
from those in his denomination’s the- 
ology. 


Questioned about his dismissal, Mr. 
Koeiner said: “My theology is quite 
liberal. I believe in evolution and | 
am a skeptic concerning life beyond 
the grave. I am also a critic of Bib- 
lical history. Generally my ideas are 
not orthodox.” 


He said he wasn’t surprised at the 
committee’s action and that a sermon 
on sex “did it, when I stated man’s 
human happiness would be enhanced 
a great deal if mankind would direct 
all of his sexual energy to the com- 
munity and _ intellectual interests.” 
Mr. Koeiner, a bachelor, studied psy- 
chiatry before becoming a minister. 


Later, Mr. Koeiner’s bishop denied 
that the minister had been discharged. 
He explained that the committee’s 
function was only “advisory.” 





Better ‘Communication’ 


Aim of Buddhist Talks 


RANGOON, Burma — Representa- 
tives of the World Council of Church- 
es, the International Missionary Coun- 
cil and the East Asia Christian Con- 


ference from three predominantly 
Buddhist countries — Burma, Ceylon 
and Thailand — attended a six-day 


consultation here aimed at “improv- 
ing communication between Christian: 
and Buddhists.” 


In convening the consultation the 
sponsoring groups noted that there has 
been a tendency among Christians to 
think of evangelism more as a call t 
teach Christianity to non-Christians 
rather than as an opportunity to listen 
to what non-Christians have to say. 


A principal speaker was the Rev. 
U. Thettila, a Buddhist priest and for- 
mer lecturer on Buddhism at Rangoon 
University. Delegates from each of 
the three countries represented read 
papers on various aspects of Buddhism 
in their own lands. 





Children not educated for God are 
educated against God. 
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Fair and unfair distribution of Benevolence money by the General Assembly— 


A Look at Equalization 


(The Equalization Fund) 


To trace the history of the Equaliza- 
tion Fund one must go back to the 
1947 General Assembly which instruct- 
ed the Moderator to appoint an Ad 
Interim Committee to make “a care- 
ful and comprehensive study of the 
many executive, administrative and 
promotional committees and agencies 
of the Assembly, to the end that there 
may be greater economy, presight and 
effectiveness in the use of money, 
time and talents in the planning and 
carrying out of the Assembly’s work.” 


This Committee presented its report 
and recommendations to the 1949 Gen- 
eral Assembly. The report stated: 


“There is urgent need that the As- 
sembly’s budget become a real 
budget, in which percentages al- 
loted the various causes on a basis 
of need, by those who are in the 
best position to know, shall be 
actually adhered to. Present prac- 
tice makes the income of a cause 
dependent largely on the energy, 
popularity and appeals of its sec- 
retaries and staff. New causes, 
or small causes, without staff and 
adequate means of publicity, and 
all causes without a special offer- 
ing, are at a disadvantage. As 
a result some causes receive far 
more than their budget allot- 
ments, others far less. Because 
the income is uncertain, the plans 
of the agencies must remain un- 
certain. Agencies are compelled 
to compete for funds, and the 
strong thrive at the expense of 
the weak.” 


The 1949 General Assembly adopted 
the following recommendations: 


“101. That the General Council ap- 
point a budget committee consisting 
of no less than five and no more than 
nine of its members, none of whom 
shall be members of any agency which 


KENNETH S. KEYES 


receives in whole or in part its support 
from the benevolent budget of the As- 
sembly, which shall continue the work 
of the present stewardship committee 
in the preparation and presentation 
(through the General Council) of the 
Assembly’s budget. 


“102. That the Assembly reduce its 
benevolent causes to the following 
five: World Missions, Church Exten- 
eion, Education, Ministerial Relief, and 
General Fund. 


“103. That the General Fund shall in- 
clude all lesser funds of the General 
Assembly, such as: General Council, 
Judicial Committee, Women of the 
Church, Office of the General Assem- 
bly, Inter-Council and other religious 
organizations; and Equalization Fund. 


“104. That the Equalization Fund 
within the General Fund be given a 
percentage calculated to bring in funds 
sufficient to equalize the amounts re- 
ceived by the various Assembly causes 
in accordance with the budget adopted 
by the General Assembly; that the 
Equalization Fund be apportioned an- 
nually by the Treasurer of the General 
Assembly upon the direction of the 
General Council to those agencies of 
the Assembly not receiving their pro- 
portionate share of the amount allot- 
ed to them in the Assembly’s budget. 


“105. That all special offerings and 
designated receipts from churches and 
organized church groups, but not from 
individuals, trust funds and corpora- 
tions (with the exception of the Wom- 
en’s Birthday Offering and other spe- 
cial offerings when specifically ex- 
empted by the General Assembly) shall 
count in the budget percentage of 
the agency in question.” 


To implement these recommenda- 
tions, the 1950 Assembly approved 
Budget Askings of $635,121 for the 
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General Fund. $199,865, or 31.68% 
of this sum, was for the Equalization 
Fund. 


Apparently the program adopted by 
the 1949 Assembly did not accomplish 
what its supporters wanted it to ac- 
complish because the Standing Com- 
mittee on the General Council recom- 
mended to the 1951 Assembly: 


1. That the Equalization Fund be 
removed from the General Fund. 


2. That equalization be brought 
about by: 


a. Increasing the approved budget of 
each agency by 5%. 


b. Having each agency pay 5% of its 
total receipts from living donors 
to the Treasurer of the Assembly 
—this 5% to be the Equalization 
Fund. (Funds designated for the 
American Bible Society, the Inter- 
church Agencies, and gifts by in- 
dividuals designated for a particular 
cause were not to be included in 
the computation of total receipts on 
which each agency was to contribute 
the 5% to the Equalization Fund.) 


ce. The amounts contributed by the var- 
ious agencies to the Equalization 
Fund would then be redistributed 
on the principle that the agency 
receiving the lowest percentage of 
its spending budget would be giv- 
en additional funds until its per- 
centage of receipts to budget ask- 
ings equalled that of the next low- 
est agency; then these two agencies 
would receive funds until they have 
reached the level of the next low- 
est agency, and so on. 


This new program was approved by 
the 1951 Assembly and has been in 
effect ever since. The accompanying 


(Cont. on p. 7, col. 1) 
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1954 
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1956 
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1958 
1959 
1960 


1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 





Paid into 


$116,375 


125,595 
152,381 
155,179 
169,147 
179,079 
191,850 


Paid into 


$ 19,834 


19,800 
21,543 
22,104 
23,588 
27,746 
28,932 


World Missions 


Received from 


-0- 


Board of Christian Education 
Received from 
Equalization F. Equalization F. Equalization F. Equalization F. 


$ 14,752 


35,157 
31,126 
39,782 
35,754 
46,256 
59,973 


Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education 


Paid into 


$ 6,171 


6,155 
6,576 
6,466 
6,592 
6,877 
6,780 


Received from 
Equalization F. Equalization F. 


$ 30,977 


25,967 
28,190 
24,381 
22,561 
22,641 
24,978 


Historical Foundation 


Paid into 


$ 1,031 


1,123 
1,155 
1,190 
1,022 
1,224 
1,230 






PAGE 6 


Received from 


3,317 
3,779 
4,262 
3,516 
4,155 
4,097 





$ 


Paid into 


$ 25,996 


26,956 
28,977 
28,017 
29,925 
30,859 
29,705 


Annuities and Relief 





Received from 
Equalization F. Equalization F. Equalization F. Equalization F. 


-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 
-0- 


General Council 


Paid into 


$ 3,553 


3,615 
5,059 
6,205 
6,404 
6,672 
7,062 


Paid into 


$ 5,049 


7,103 
7,518 
4,233 
4,207 
5,579 
5,956 


Received from 


$ 19,005 


16,504 
23,687 
25,435 
23,841 
24,156 
27,517 


Mountain Retreat Association 


Received from 
Equalization F. Equalization F. 


$ 24,158 


23,658 
19,633 
13,370 
14,384 
17,242 
10,031 


Presbyterian Foundation 


Inc., (U.S.) 


Paid into 


1,022 
1,221 
1,473 





852 


Received from 
Equalization F. Equalization F. Equalization F. Equalization F. 


$ 4,094 


3,724 
3,346 
4,217 
5,688 


Paid into 


$ 45,661 


$ 


$ 
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50,690 
53,522 
56,000 
59,369 
57,413 
58,165 


Board of Women’s Work 
Received from 
Equalization F. Equalization F. 


Paid into 


3,715 
4,093 
4,628 
4,305 
5,266 
5,488 
5,419 


Church Extension 
Received from 
Equalization F. Equalization F. 





$110,383 


114,249 
138,119 
141,314 
169,015 
156,942 
145,283 


$ 19,480 


18,425 
21,391 
17,756 
19,702 
19,923 
21,643 


Stillman College 


Paid into 


Received from 
Equalization F. Equalization F. 


3,966 $ 8,501 
4,422 12,276 
5,431 20,865 
6,825 21,352 
6,863 21,287 
7,194 20,595 
7,424 27,174 
T. R. A. V. 


Paid into 


4,972 
5,995 


Received from 
Equalization F. Equalization F. 


18,196 
23,609 
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figures show how much each agency 
has taken out of its receipts and paid 
into the Equalization Fund, and how 
much each agency has received back 
from the Equalization Fund each year, 
from 1954 through 1960. 


It will be noted that in this 7-year 
period all but two of the agencies re- 
ceived substantially more from the 
Equalization Fund than they paid in- 
to it. The two agencies which annual- 
ly contribute to the Fund and receive 
nothing back from it are World Mis- 
sions and Annuities and Relief. 


In the 7-year period World Missions 
was required to pay into the Fund a 
total of $1,089,606. Much of this 
money was given for the specific pur- 
pose of financing our work in the 
mission fields for which our Church 
is responsible. This $1,089,606 would 
have supported 43 more missionaries 
during the 7-year period, or it would 
have provided much in the way of 
needed equipment. The distribution 
of these funds to other causes natural- 
ly curtailed the program of our Board 
of World Missions. 


In the 7-year period (1954-1960) 
Annuities and Relief paid into the 
Fund a total of $205,435. This amount, 
which would have been used to 
strengthen our annuity and relief pro- 
gram, was distributed to other agencies 
of the Church. 


There are many in our Church today 
who feel that our Equalization Fund 
as presently operated results in a di- 
version of funds from the purpose for 
which they were given, and therefore 
is unfair and unjust both to the donors 
and to the agencies involved. To de- 
termine whether there is justification 
for this position, one needs to under- 
stand exactly how the program works. 


WORLD MISSIONS 


Let’s use the Board of World Mis- 
sions as an example. When the 1951 
Assembly adopted the plan of the 
Equalization Fund it stipulated 
that “all special offerings and desig- 
nated receipts from churches and or- 
ganized church groups” would be sub- 
ject to the 5% deduction. It stipulat- 
ed that “gifts by individuals, trust 
funds, and corporations, designated for 
a particular cause” were not to be 
subject to the 5% deduction for the 
Equalizaion Fund. 


One acquaintance of mine gives ap- 
proximately $5,000 each year toward 
the support of four missionaries. If 
he sends this $5,000 directly to the 
Board of World Missions, it is not 






subject to the 5% deduction. But if 
he sends it through the treasurer of 
his church and the treasurer sends it 
on to the Board without stipulating 
that it is an individual gift designated 
for a particular purpose, the Board 
must include this $5,000 in their total 
and pay $250.00 into the Equaliza- 
tion Fund. 


ANNUITIES AND RELIEF 


The second agency, the funds of 
which are curtailed by the present 
equalization program, is the Board of 
Annuities and Relief. In recent years 
this Board has been put in the benev- 
olent budget for $508,750 and the Joy 
Gift is supposed to produce the balance 
needed to meet their annual grants for 
annuities and relief. In 1960 the to- 
tal received from the Church through 
general benevolences and the Joy Gift 
fell $21,465 short of their actual 
grants. Promotional, operational and 
administrative costs are paid out of 
the income from endowment invest- 
ments. In 1960 these costs totalled 
$73,484. In addition, the Board had 
to pay $29,706 into the Equalization 
Fund. These payments left only $12,- 
682 from the Investment Fund to meet 
the $21,465 deficit in the grants fund 
so the Board ended the year with a 
net deficit of $8,783. 


As more and more churches adopt 
the unified budget plan there will be 
less and less money given through the 


Joy Gift. In 1959 the Board received 
$617,172 in total gifts from the 
Church. In 1960 it received only 


$594,110 — a drop of $23,062. But 
its payment to the equalization fund 
was only $1,154 less in 1960 than it 
was in 1959. If the present equaliza- 
tion program is not improved, this im- 
portant agency of our Church could 
find itself unable to provide adequate- 
ly for those who have served our 
Church so faithfully over the years. 


There may be no serious objection 
to paying into the Equalization Fund 
5% of the gifts which are made un- 
der the general heading of “Benev- 
olences” and are not specifically des- 
ignated for any agency. These mon- 
eys are divided at the local church, 
presbytery, or general assembly, lev- 
els on the basis of authorized percent- 
ages. To apply the equalization prin- 
ciple to these funds does not seem 
inequitable or unfair to the givers or 
to the agencies involved. 


We understand, however, that some 
presbytery treasurers have demanded 
that certain agencies report to them 
all gifts received direct from _ indi- 
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vidual donors, and have included these 
gifts in their totals in arriving at the 
percentages to be paid to the various 
agencies. To thus penalize the 
agencies that have received gifts from 
individual donors designated for spe- 
cific causes clearly circumvents the 
plan of equalization adopted by the 
1951 Assembly. In my opinion any 
treasurer following this practice is not 
“playing square” with those donors 
who make gifts direct to certain 
agencies but is depriving the agencies 
themselves of money that their donors 
clearly desired them to apply to the 
specific missionaries or projects for 
which the money was given. 


FUTURE PROSPECTS 


In recent years there has been a 
marked regimentation of giving in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Unless 
this trend is reversed, and reversed 
soon, we will probably see a marked 
decrease in the overall giving in our 
churches, for Southern Presbyterians 
generally resent regimentation in any 
form. The 1960 Assembly author- 
ized the General Council to study and 
present to a succeeding Assembly a 
plan for even greater equalization and 
for the establishment of a Central 
Treasury through which all benevo- 
lent gifts would have to be chan- 
nelled. Any further equalization pre- 
sumably will make it still easier to di- 
vert money given specifically for the 
program of certain agencies to other 
causes that the donors did not intend 
to support, and in some instances do 
not even wish to support. Any plan 
calling for a Central Treasury and for 
more complete equalization of funds 
than now obtains should be vigorously 
opposed, in my opinion. 


The members of our Church who 
consider their money as a trust from 
God, who recognize that they have a 
responsibility as stewards and earn- 
estly seek the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in distributing their gifts, 
should be alert to this trend to con- 
trol their gifts. They should aggres- 
sively oppose any further attempts 
to divert a portion of their designated 
gifts to other causes than those for 
which they were intended. 


The 1961 General Assembly might 
well order the General Council to re- 
study the entire plan of the Equaliza- 
tion Fund and present to the 1962 
Assembly a new program that will 
guarantee to donors that gifts desig- 


(Cont. on p. 8, col. 3) 


Continuing the report of business before the 
101st General Assembly of the Presbyterian 


Church, U. S., at Dallas, April 27 - May 2. 


IV. Board Reports 


O. General Council 


(Note — The matter most JOURNAL 
readers have been waiting to hear 
about, namely the plan that the Gen- 
eral Council has been working on to 
increase the operation of the Equali- 
zation Fund and set up a Central 
Treasury to handle the distribution of 
all gifts, is not included in the report 
below. The Council reports to the As- 
sembly that the plan will not be ready 
until next year. The rest of the re- 
port is mostly routine except as noted 


below.) 





Department of Program — Reports 
that 58 presbyteries sent in comments 
for improving the paper, “The Office 
of the Ministry of the Word and Sac- 
raments” which will now be imple- 
mented. — Announces that the first 
conference on Business Administra- 
tion in the Church will be held this 
summer at Montreat, July 12-14. 


Department of Stewardship — Re- 
ports that giving to General Assembly 
agencies in 1960 increased 6.09% 
over the previous year although total 
income was below the budget. 


Department of Publicity — Tells 
the story of increasingly effective 
work in training the Church to report 
its news, to augment its publicity. The 
art unit of the department is respon- 
sible for most of the promotional de- 


signs, three - dimensional displays, 
backdrops — even the Evangelism 
symbol — which are used by the 


agencies of the Church. 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 


—A Benevolence budget of $9,617,- 
180, which is an increase of approxi- 
mately $161,000 over 1960. 


—A four-day “consultative confer- 
ence” between Synod representatives 
and Agency representatives to study 
and meet, if possible, the problems 
raised by the fact of declining Gen- 
eral Assembly support by the Church 
in the face of increasing Synod and 
Presbytery programs. 


—Authorization for the Board of Ed- 
ucation to borrow up to $1,250,000 to 
finance the Covenant Life Curriculum. 


—A change in the program year of 
the Church from the calendar year to 
a program year of October 1 - Sep- 
tember 30, beginning in October, 
1964. 


—The theme, “The Living Word and 
Our Life Today,” for 1964-1965. 


—Exchanging the week on _ the 
Church’s calendar given to the Survey 
(October) for the week now given to 
the independent Church papers (Ap- 
ril). 


—Plans for an 8th Quadrennial Stu- 
dent Convention under the Chairman- 
ship of Dr. John Randolph Taylor for 
1964. The recommendation specifies 
that if the convention does not plan 
to be open to all students it should 
not be held. 


—Asks that the word “research” 
which was listed in the 1949 reorgani- 
zational plan as one of the duties of 
the General Council be changed to 
read, “long-range planning,” because 
“the word ‘research’ is subject to mis- 
understanding.” (Note — We wonder 


if this recommendation — 12 years 
late — is the Council’s way of ask- 
ing for authorization to cooperate 


with an important resolution adopted 
by the National Council’s Assembly in 
December: “To secure from the mem- 
ber communions an indication of their 
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PLAN RECORD BUDGET 


ATLANTA, Ga. — At its spring 
meeting here the General Council 
voted to recommend to the Genera! 
Assembly a record budget of $9,- 
617,180. The last Assembly ap- 
proved a budget of $9,456,230. 


The recommendation includes the 
following increases: World Mis- 
sions, $40,000 (to $4,640,000); 
Church Extension, $20,000 (to 
$1,920,000); Christian Education, 
$40,000 (to $950,000); Women’s 
Work, $10,000 (to $200,000); 
General Council, $10,000 (to $255,- 
000); Montreat, $15,000 (to $195.,- 
000); TRAV, $5,000 (to $225, 
000); Stillman, $15,000 (to $284.- 
800); Historical Foundation, $2,- 
500 (to $47,500); Presbyterian 
Foundation, $2,500 (to $57,500); 
and Interchurch Agencies $950 (to 
$27,500). 











commitment to participate in coopera- 
tive, comprehensive long-range study 
and planning, including the appoint- 
ment of representatives to share in 
the coordination of the process; and 
. .. to provide the necessary resources 
to make possible the National Coun- 
cil’s role of leadership and coordina- 
tion of comprehensive long-range 
If so, we think the Council 
should say so.) 


planning.” 





EQUALIZATION—from p. 7 


nated for specific agencies or pro- 
grams (whether given direct or 
through their local churches), will be 
turned over to these agencies with- 
out any diversion to other causes. 


The time has come for action on 
this vitally important matter. It is 
“later than we think.” — (See Edi- 
torial, “Equalization,” p. 10). 


* * * * 


Mr. Keyes, who lives in Miami and 
who is one of America’s most prom- 
inent realtors, and an elder in Miami's 
Shenandoah church is well-known for 
his efforts across the Church on be- 


half of Tithing. 





The First Amendment to the Con- 
stitution, which was intended to pro- 
tect religious freedom has become the 
constitutional basis for the seculariza- 
tion of American culture. 


—Christopher Dawson 





1961 














NOT 
the | 
mitte 
stew 
the 

pare 
state 
man 
ed a 
coul 
sum! 
liver 
ing 

to ri 


reco 
arat 
Chri 
fro 
Stev 
theo 
It 


Pri 


Min 
Elde 


Min 
Elde 


Min 
Elde 


Min 
Elde 


Min 
Eld 


Mir 
Eld 
Mir 
Eld 
Mit 
Eld 


Mil 
Eld 


Mil 
Eld 


Mit 
Eld 


Mi 
Elc 


NOTE — In answer to an overture, 
the 1960 Assembly appointed a com- 
mittee to “formulate a theology of 
stewardship” with special reference to 
e the Tithe. The committee has pre- 
pared a comprehensive and definitive 
statement which may well become a 


0 manual for widespread use. If adopt- 
, ed and if so published, the statement 
5 could profitably be augmented by a 


summary of previous Assemblies’ de- 
liverances on the practice of conduct- 
ing sales, bazaars, etc., as methods 
to raise money. 





The committee begins its report by 
recognizing that there can be no sep- 





—V. Ad Interim Report on Tithing 


with God Who is the possessor of all 
things. It is not the invention of 
man as a way to raise budgets; it is 
a way of life to which those to whom 
God has spoken are called — the life 
of a responsible steward of God’s pos- 
sessions. 


The statement traces the history of 
the Tithe from Abraham through the 
life of the Church to the present. It 
tells how tithing came to be required 
in the Early Church and ultimately 
collected by civil law through taxa- 
tion. It reveals that the settlement of 
the New World and the establishment 
of the principle of the separation of 
Church and State removed Church 












Kane, of Chicago, in 1876 began ac- 
tively promoting the ideal of definite 
and proportional giving, with the 
Tithe emphasized as a means of de- 
termining how much a Christian 
should give. 


The committee concludes by sum- 
marizing the following principles: 1) 
We are not to give to God for the 
sake of receiving a reward. 2) We 
are not to believe that only one-tenth 
belongs to God, for man is the owner 
cf nothing that God has created. 3) 
We are not to use the tithe as the 
Biblically prescribed formula for 
Christian giving. To do so would be 
like asking Peter’s question, “How of- 








‘ arate theology of stewardship, for support from public taxation. It ten should I forgive my brother.” 4) 
Christian stewardship is inseparable traces the history of independent Within the New Testament picture of 
from total Christian experience. Church support in America from the’ stewardship the Tithe can be present- 

- Stewardship is grounded in the great time of pew rentals, sales, lotteries ed as a proper starting point; not as 

a- theological doctrines of the Church. and the like to the time when a Pres- the goal of Christian giving but as 

ly It grows out of man’s relationship byterian business man, Mr. Thomas a means to growth in commitment. 

it. —— i Te ee ae ono 

in * a * * 

| Principal Commissioners,Dallas Assembly ——_atempnis 

es Ministers: James Cogswell, W. J. Millard, James Overholser, 

n YNOD OF OKLAHOMA Pat N. Easterling, John C. Wingard. 

. Indian a . Elders: Hugh T. Bennett, Sr., C. M. Kuykendall, A. B. Buford, 
Ministers: Watson Colbert. _Louis Zimm, Robert M. Hasselle. 

r Elders: Paul C. Roeber. _ Nashville ; : PPh 3 F 

ri] Shawnee Ministers: Robert N. Watkin, Jr., William R. Jenkins, W. L. 
Ministers: William W. Travis. ; Smith, Priestley Miller. 

Elders: Hugh W. Brown. Elders: Joe Thompson, Jr., James I. Vance Berry, Nat K. 
Southwest Oklahoma Reiney, William H. Ridley. 
Ministers: Maurice C. Yeargen. SYNOD OF TEXAS 
Elders: W. F. Mauldin. Brazos 
SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA Ministers: James R. Shott, David M. Currie, M. Douglas Harper, 

0- Bethel T. Henry Stafford, Larry M. Correu, H. Bruce Fisher, 

or Ministers: G. Curtis Moore, W. H. Bowman, Laurence Williams. William B. Kreig, Jr., Malcolm L. Purcell. ’ 

“ Elders: J. P. Benson, B. A. Lowry, P. C. Whitesides. Elders: David Hannah, Jr., Robert H. Whitten, Miro E. 

4 Charleston Klecka, John T. Hannah, Norman D. Jarrell, B. W. 

h- Ministers: J. Frank Alexander, H. T. Bridgman. Wilde, Lonnie L. Logsdon, Jr., D. G. Butts. 

Elders: H. L. Dickson, H. Parker Jones. _ Central Texas P 
Congaree Ministers: M. C. Bierschwale, Earl Burns Brandon, Lewis L. 
mn Ministers: J. Sherwood Harvard, Arthur M. Martin, Claude Wilkins, Wilson Kennan. am 

ig Mcintosh. Elders: Herman E. Hitt, Jack B. Miller, T. C. Williams, 

ii Elders: Patrick C. Smith, David W. Robinson, J. Reed Boyd. Gerald F. Bowling. 

Enoree John Knox 
Ministers: C. Darby Fulton, William H. Dendy, Leonard W. Ministers: James R. Sheppard, James M. Campbell, G. M. 

Topping, Robert E. Craig. Valenzuela, John B. Elder, H. Troy Jarvis. 
Elders: Charles E. Stow, John C. Bell, Sam N. Burts, John M. Elders: Blair Reeves, Alejandro Olivo, Guy Smith, Homer D. 
Lunsford. Smith, Joe R. Burruss. 
Harmony Northeast Texas 


Ministers: M. G. Lyerly, Samuel Lipsey. 


id 
4 | 
's 


Elders: Hugh M. McLaurin, Jr., Wesley Starnes. 
- Pee Dee 

Ministers: Edward G. Lilly, C. D. Brearley. 
-” Elders: S. L. Walkup, Luther E. Hassinger. 


Piedmont 
Ministers: Earl S. King, R. T. Gillespie. 


_ Elders: D. A. Baumgardner, J. C. Brice. 
n- South Carolina 
5. Ministers: Charles F. McCutchen, Roy W. Coker. 
" Elders: J. D. French, James W. Price. 
a- SYNOD OF TENNESSEE 
Columbia 
Ministers: Robert E. Kerr. 
yn Elders: John V. Matthews. 
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Ministers: Arch McD. Tolbert, Andrew Jumper, Ernest L. 
Helsley, Walter C. Easton, Jr., John B. Spragens, 
John P. Minter, Byron T. Price, Edward S. Bayless. 
James Carmichael, Ralph Benson, L. L. Mackey, 
W. C. Miller, G. R. Hollingsworth, Jno. D. Moseley, 
Bruce Cunningham, G. Porter Burgess. 

South Texas 


Elders: 


Ministers: A. F. Swearingen, Joe R. Cochran, Jr., J. V. Franco, 
Mac N. Turnage. 
Elders: J. W. Albin, Roscoe E. Watkins, Otto E. Schuenemann, 


J. R. Jaramillo. 
The Southwest 
Ministers: David L. Zacharias, Charles B. Brinkley, Joe M. 
Brown, Thomas Brewster. 
Paul Page, Arthur Brooks, William H. Neubauer, 
E. M. Owens. 


Elders: 


The last of four articles on new teaching materials now in preparation— 


The New Curriculum 


Modern religious education, general- 
ly speaking, has been characterized by 
two major weaknesses: 1) A disposi- 
tion to make a wide variety of sub- 
jects, other than the Bible, proper 
subjects for study in the Sunday 
School; and 2) A disposition to take 
the Bible (whenever it is studied at 
all) critically and even irreverently. 


The result has been a generation of 
“Christians” who are Biblically il- 
literate and spiritually immature. 


The writer remembers an incident 
in his own ministry which will illu- 
strate what we mean. At one time 
several churches were cooperating in 
a joint Vacation Bible School (it is 
worth noting, in passing, that these 
are now called Vacation Church 
Schools, not Bible Schools). The cur- 
riculum was being planned and the 
minister of another denomination was 


IV. What Will Be Taught 


young people on “Teen-age Manners 
and Grooming.” He found it hard to 
understand that there should be any 
objection to such a course: “Young 
people need to learn how to take care 
of themselves do they not?” he ar- 
gued. It was his feeling that pure 
Bible study was a waste of time. In 
his opinion the Church should study 
concrete life situations in the light of 
Biblical precepts. 


Our own Church has not been al- 
together free from the temptation to 
follow modern educational theory 
which makes concrete life situations 
(understood in the light of Biblical 
precepts) the subjects of study rather 
than the Bible itself. (For an illustra- 
tion of what we mean by making the 
Bible itself a subject of study we refer 
you to the Sunday School lesson or the 
Children’s Bible Study in this or any 


THE EDITOR 


While we have proclaimed that “The 
Bible is central in Christian Educa- 
tion” we have managed to bring up a 
generation of Biblical illiterates. This 
fact is hardly debatable. The average 
Presbyterian young person today who 
has been reared in the average Sunday 
School in which “the Bible is central” 
is characterized by nothing more con- 
spicuous than an almost total ignorance 
of the Bible itself. 


Not long ago we were teaching a 
class of Presbyterian young people. 
Most of them could not so much as 
locate the Books of the Bible in the 
Old or the New Testaments. Not one 
knew where to find the Sermon on the 
Mount. Several thought Paul was one 
of the 12 Apostles. 


The blame rests squarely on a phil- 
osophy of education which has as- 
sumed in effect, that the Bible should 





advocating a popular course for older 





(NOTE — The text below is taken from the “founda- 
tion” papers. The numbers refer to the “foundation” 
paper from which the quotation is taken, and the 
page.) 


I. p. 9—“The impact of the religious community on 
the very small child will be found primarily 
through the consciousness which this child has 
of being a part of the believing community — 
the Church . . . This sense of belonging to the 
family of God can be made real to the child in 
both verbal and non-verbal ways. It is given as 
the child knows himself as loved and accepted in 
the fellowship of those who acknowledge Jesus 
as Lord.” 


I. p. 11—“There is a proper place for the memoriza- 
tion of Scripture in a program of Christian educa- 
tion as there is a place for the memorization of 
catechisms, of creeds, of Christian hymns and 
poetry ... In particular, the memory work of the 
Church School should include prayers, hymns, 
and responses which will prepare the membership 
of the Church for participation in public wor- 
ship.” 


issue of the Journal.) be 


used as “background” material 


I. p. 11—*“At the same time, however, there is knowl- 
edge to be gained about God from nature, by 
means of physical sciences, social sciences, and 
other sources of truth for all truth is God’s truth. 


Since, however, the Bible does not pretend to re- 
cord all that is essential for response to God in the 
twentieth century, the curriculum must include data 
gathered from other sources.” 


“If the curriculum is adequately to equip persons 
with the tools and knowledge necessary for intelligent 
and fearless Christian living We are not only 
free to explore those great sources of truth (modern 
science, studies of human behavior and culture, his 
torical scholarship, philosophy and the arts). but we 
are constrained to do so.” 


If. p. 6—“The Church by its very nature is a recon- 
ciling mission, bearing witness to the Word of 
God, whose saving love it demonstrates in its 
own life. 


“And the Church is instrument which God uses to 
bring men face to face with himself .. . It is the faith 
children see and sense in the older members of the 
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rather than as the actual subject mat- 
ter for intensive and systematic study 
in the Sunday School. In effect, the 
Bible has not been central at all. Its 
main function in many Sunday 
Schools, has been to serve as an orna- 
ment on a “worship center.” 


Now the “foundation” papers of the 
new curriculum are making a valiant 
effort to overcome this weakness in 
the past history of the educational pro- 
gram of the Church. Paper No. IV 
declares, 


The recognition of the Church 
and the Christian life as valid ap- 
proaches to the Christian faith 
does not suggest or imply for 
these approaches parity with the 
basic approach through the Word 
of God. For the Bible not only 
contains the truth about God, it 
is also the true Word of God 
bearing an authority and having 
an effect in Christian education 
which is unique and indispensable 


(p. 6). 


The effort is not an altogether easy 
one for it flies in the face of modern 
theory and the latest “findings” of 
psychology, and the opinion of the 
“experts” with whom we are cooperat- 
ing in the development of the new cur- 
riculum: “The Sunday School of yes- 
terday, which taught only the Bible 
to children, is passe,” declares the 
Commission on General Education of 
the National Council of Churches. 


This sentiment is echoed by virtual- 
ly all of the 11 other denominations 
with which the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., is cooperating: “The child 
learns from concrete representations 
and from feelings, and his first en- 
visaging of spiritual values comes from 
the character of the ‘paveens bringing 
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him up,” states the United Church of 


Christ. 


Closer to home, Action (Summer 
Supplement, 1960), takes up the re- 
frain: “The Christian faith is com- 
municated through the Bible, and 
through the life of God’s people, and 
because of the many adult situations 
and concepts in the Bible this latter 
way will probably influence children 
more” (“The Bible, book of faith’’). 


A glance at the “foundation” texts 
accompanying this article will reveal 
how strong the pressure has been upon 
the planners of the new curriculum 
to adopt the principle reflected in 
such sentiments. 


Anxious to safeguard the Reforma- 
tion’s treasured insight, “the Bible 
alone,” without rejecting the insights 
of contemporary authorities who right- 


ly distinguish between a study of the 
Bible for its own sake and a study of 
the Bible in order to make the Chris- 
tian faith relevant to all of life, the 
curriculum planners cautiously ad- 
vance the idea that various kinds of 
literature other than the Bible must 
be introduced into the program of 
Christian education — and that sub- 
jects other than the Bible must be 
studied. 


Three “approaches” into the Chris- 
tian faith are distinguished (Paper 
No. IV): 1) the approach through the 
Bible; 2) the approach through the 
Church; and 3) the approach through 
the Christian life or the “Lordship 
of Christ.” 


These three approaches are said to 
represent three “elements” which will 
appear in the curriculum “in a recur- 
ring cycle.” They are summarized as 
follows: 


1) The Bible — “presents the single 
story of God’s revelation of Himself 
to man through the history of the He- 
brew people and then through the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and the development of the 
Christian Church” (IV. p. 6). The 
“foundation” papers insist that the 
Church must teach the Bible; that it 
must understand the Bible. 


2) The Church — “was brought into 
existence by means of the revelation, 
and commissioned to serve as witness 
and instrument of the revelation” (IV. 
p. 6). It is said that this approach 
should include a study of history, of 
creeds and of confessions; the art, lit- 
erature and music which the Church 
has produced through the years; the 
organizational structures of the Church 


(Cont. on p. 21, col. 1) 





femathy which will he lerpely 


oe 


is to him . 


faith.” 
iil. p. 6—“. . 


“The Church is under a clear obligation to lead its 
members into an understanding of the depths of the 
In the curriculum of Chris- 


meaning of God’s love. 


determinative of the 
faith they shall profess for themselves.” 


. What a child or non-believer learns from the 
Church will depend not only on what the Church says 
to him through those whom it has officially designated 
as its teachers and preachers, but also what the Church 
. Thus the curriculum of the Church must 
take into account the life and worship and work of 
the Church as well as the heritage of the Church’s 


. It is proper for the Church courts to 
speak to the Church and to the world on social 
issues as led by the Holy Spirit. 
which affects the welfare of persons rightly comes 
under the purview of these bodies.” 


tian education this means that the principles of Chrie- 
tian ethics must he studied systematically, in order 
that people may be set free of the moralistic and 
literalistic use of the Bible .. . 
of life under the Lordship of Christ in an industrial 
and technological society.” 


(seeking) the meaning 


V. p. 5—“The context of the Christian faith is not 
simply the Bible story. The context is also the life 
of the Church itself. 


Thus the Church does not 


seek to communicate its faith simply by telling 


the story ... 
skills which it may teach as the context of faith— 
information about the origin, the nature, the mis- 
sion of the Church, and skills in worship and in the 
performance of the Church’s mission 
Church teaches these facts and skills, believing 
them to be vehicles of response through which 
persons may learn to hear God speak and may 
identify themselves with the worshipping com- 


Any condition 


munity.” 


The Church has information and 


. the 
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Novelty vs. Permanence 


With this issue we conclude the spe- 
cial series on the new curriculum. 
These articles were intended to be 
analytical . . . and constructive. 


Something should be said about the 
general principle of the analysis and 
criticism, by an independent paper, of 
the Church’s planning and program- 
ming. 


It is only through a process of free 
debate carried on in an atmosphere of 
mutual respect and pledged coopera- 
tion that there can be any fruitful 
meeting of minds in any program of 
human endeavor. 


We stand in danger of spiritual 
atrophy whenever we assume either 
that, 1) nothing which now is may ever 
be changed; or that 2) everything 
which now is must invariably change. 
The first assumption assigns an infalli- 
bility to all things as they are; the 
second assigns an infallibility to noth- 
ing. 


Neither assumption is correct re- 
specting man’s apprehension of truth. 
We can never assume that we perfect- 
ly understand the truth, even when 
we are persuaded that the truth re- 
vealed is perfect. On the other hand, 
we cannot assume that we never have 
any complete or final understanding 
at all. To do that would be to live in 
an utterly relative, unstable world of 
unreality. 


Even worse, however, is the atti- 
tude towards the truth which welcomes 
novelty uncritically —- for man must 
live by the truth as he apprehends it. 
Not to count the truth by which one 
lives a precious thing is a mark of 
instability. 


No thinking person will assume it 
to be impossible that he may be wrong, 
but the acceptance of the possibility 
of error is not in itself a creed by 
which any person can live successfully. 
One does not gain assurance from 
doubt but from conviction. 


It follows, therefore, that the per- 
son who welcomes change too easily, 


who rejoices in novelty just because 
it is new and who despises the man of 
conviction simply because he will not 
move without a reason — such a per- 
son meets life with uncertainty in- 
stead of confidence. 


Now the Journal stands for cer- 
tainty and for truth — the truth of 
God. We make no apologies for 
our disinclination to change 
without a reason. There are times 
when the Journal views certain trends 
in the world of religion critically. We 
do not hold that novelty is precious 
for its own sake. 


In issues of this paper since March 
15 we have examined the new curricu- 
lum proposed for the Church. We 
have not criticized every new idea ex- 
hibited in the “foundation” papers. 
But we have pointed out that in a few 
(a very few) instances, an idea or a 
conclusion seems unwarranted in the 
light of the teachings of Scripture and 
the faith of the Church. 


We do not propose to hold still 
while we are chastized for being un- 
willing to accept novelty uncritically. 
We believe that to adopt a proposal 
without weighing its possibilities for 
good or ill is not a mark of loyalty as 
much as it is a mark of folly. If we 
are mistaken at any point we want 
to hear loud and clear wherein we are 


wrong. Otherwise, in the words of 
Luther, here we stand. We can do no 
other. 
* > * x 
CORRECTION 


A communication from Dr. Marshall 
C. Dendy, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Education, corrects one pos- 
sible false impression which may have 
been derived by readers of the JOUR- 
NAL from the first article in this 
series (March 15): 


“The organization of the twelve de- 
nominations of the National Council 
of Churches, who are at the present 
time engaged in studying co-operative 
processes in curriculum building, was 
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constituted long after the basic papers 
of this Board were created. The pur- 
pose of the present study by these 
twelve denominations is in the nature 
of long and continuous research and 
study in an effort to examine the basic 
principles which underlie Christian 
nurture, to discuss how curriculum 
materials can be constructed for cycles 
of study, and to share with one anoth- 
er the insights we gain from our in- 
dependent studies and experiences. 
Incidentally these twelve denomina- 
tions are represented by capable, con- 
secrated, Christian leaders.” 





Equalization 


The article by Mr. Kenneth Keyes 
of Miami (p. 5) represents the pulse- 
beat of the Church and should be 
heeded by those in authority seeking 
to devise ways and means to bring 
an unwilling constituency into line. 
We are especially impressed with Mr. 
Keyes’ distinction between undesig- 
nated and designated gifts and his 
contention that it is especially the lat- 
ter which should in no way be diverted 
from their intended purpose. 


In the June 15, 1960, issue of the 
Journal we offered a suggestion to re- 
solve the dilemma posed by the very 
existence of the Equalization Fund: 


a) Eliminate the enforced contribu- 
tion to the Equalization Fund on the 
part of Boards and Agencies. 


b) Put the Equalization Fund itself 
on the Church’s Calendar as a special 
cause to receive a Special Offering. 
Let an appeal be made and let the 
Church be allowed to give as the Lord 
moves her, to the Equalization Fund 
itself. If the Lord does not move her, 
then let adjustments occur in the bud- 
gets of those causes which the Church 
will not support. 





How Seminary 


Curricula Are Changed 


In the story about Harvard Pro- 
fessor Hofmann’s recommendations 
for changing theological education in 
this country, which appears on p. 3, 
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it is possible to see the very begin- 
ning of a movement typical of the 
kind whereby the National Council 
of Churches influences the programs 


of the denominations. We urge read- 
ers of the Journal to clip this story 
and keep it for future reference. 


We have repeatedly charged that 
denominational programs at the local 
level are — to all practical purposes 
— determined by the NCC. In many 
eases it is not easy to trace the lines 
of influence from source to finished 
product. In most cases the connec- 
tion is not “official” in any sense of 


the word, as Dr. Marshall Dendy 
points out in his communication 
(above). In some cases — as this 


one — the beginning is not with the 
NCC at all, but with some secular 
agency. 


Whether official or unofficial, un- 
der the counter or over it, the Na- 
tional Council of Churches manages 
to suggest to the Churches what they 
should do—and in some cases, what 
they shall believe. The campaign 
which is just beginning to change sem- 
inary education in the Churches is a 
case in point and is one which the 
Journal expects to follow through 
very carefully in order that readers 
may witness every step in the pro- 
ceedings. Thus far the steps have 
been these: 


1.—Five years ago, the National In- 
stitute of Mental Health asked 
Harvard to study seminary edu- 
cation and to formulate sugges- 
tions for changing the curricula 
of the seminaries of America. 
(We don’t know where the NIMH 
got the idea.) 


2.—In December, 1960, at its Gen- 
eral Assembly in San Francisco, 
the National Council announced 
plans to work more closely with 
the denominations in a program 
designed to improve seminary ed- 
ucation by implementing “newer 
and more creative’ ideas (Jour- 
nal, Dec. 28, p. 4). 


3.—In February, a “Ministry Stud- 
ies Board’ was created by the 
National Council, to “improve the 





, A Layman And H is Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—A LAYMAN’S VIEW 


Christian education in the very best 
sense of the term is the imparting of 
Christian truth. This means that the 
Bible must be at the center of all 
instruction. 


Further it means that those who 
are recipients of this teaching should 
be led to accept the divine revelation 
of the Written Word and the One 
revealed in that Word. 


The Christian education program is 
no place to experiment with truth it- 
self. Nor is it a place for the implant- 
ing of doubt. Such points would not 
be raised but for the fact that we 
have read some of the literature pro- 
duced by the largest major denomina- 
tion in America and have found in it 
slurs upon and denials of portions of 
the Bible. 


The writer is unfamiliar with most 
technical principles of education. But 
we know that there are also some 
methods of teaching which are far 
superior to others. 


What the average layman in the 
church is concerned with is that his 
children shall come to know the Bi- 
ble, trust it, apply it to their lives, 
and, most important of all, come to 





Protestant clergy.” The first as- 
signment of the board was in 
the field of candidates for the 
ministry (Journal, March 15, p. 
3). 


And now Harvard Professor Hof- 
mann has come out with his study. 


This is the very beginning of some- 
thing which ultimately may well 
emerge in the Church at Columbia, or 
Union, or Louisville, or Austin. If 
it does, the stages will probably be 
these (based on past experience in 
other areas of interest): 


a) The International Journal of Re- 
ligious Education will take up the 
theme of “new advances in seminary 
curricula planning.” 


b) The National Council of Church- 
es will issue a study document pre- 


know Jesus Christ as Saviour and 


Lord. 


For that reason laymen will insist 
that the content of Christian educa- 
tion shall itself be truly Christian and 
that while pedagogically sound in 
method it shall also be theologically 
sound in content. 


These are days of wide experimen- 
tation in many fields. Let us make 
use of every advance in method which 
will make Christian education more 
effective. At the same time let us in- 
sist that our children and young peo- 
ple receive in this vital area of their 
Christian training a faith which will 
enable them to say with the Psalmist: 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against thee.” 


We should also reject every effort 
to dilute the Christian message for 
little children, falsely assuming that 
they are “too young to learn.” Par- 
ents who have tried it know that tiny 
tots listen to, revel in and take to 
their hearts deep and abiding truths 
from the Bible. 


Christian education worthy of the 
name will make the Word of God cen- 
tral from the Kindergarten to the 
Adult Bible Class. 


Se 


senting “latest developments in sem- 
inary curricula planning.” 


c) One of the agencies of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. will recom- 
mend a “competent committee to 
study and report on present seminary 
eurricula within the Church’’; or a 
seminary Board of Directors will au- 
thorize such a study; or the faculty 


of one of the seminaries will au- 
thorize such a study. 
d) Leaders of the Presbyterian 


Church, U. S., acting on their own 
initiative and “independent of any of- 
ficial connection with any depart- 
ment of the National Council” will 
engage in a study and come up with 
recommendations conforming exactly 
to those in the original Harvard re- 
port by Professor Hofmann. 
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the SPIRIT 
ofa 
STORE ee @ 


The quotation ‘‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 


generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you AE 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, Ss. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mer.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. MeCormick, Mer.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C 


J. E. Smith, Mer.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Harlan, Ky. 

Deimar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Megr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Megr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mer.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Paragould, Ark. 

W. H. Wade, Mer.-Prop. 
OHIO 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Athens, Ohio 

Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Carthage, Mo. 

J. A. McCaskill, Mer.-Prop. 











PAGE 14 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / APRIL 12. 


1961 


: 
- 











I 
f 
I 
I 
§ 
1 
1 
N 
t 
t 
i 
s 


_ itt Cf 


_—" 


a 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION 





In order to understand the lesson for today, which is taken from 
widely scattered parts of the Book of Job, we must remember that 
there were 3 stages in Job’s testing: (1) the first stage, Satan’s 
assault upon his possessions (1:1-22); (2) the second stage, Satan’s 
attack upon his body (2:1-10); (3) the third stage, the prolonged 
debate with his three friends regarding his integrity and innocence 
(2:11—31:40). This third stage constitutes the major part of the 
book and appears in three series of speeches, each of the three 
friends speaking in turn (except Zophar, who speaks only twice) . 
Job replies at the end of each of these series. The three friends, with 
increasing boldness, interpret Job’s calamities as punishments for 
Job’s sins. Job, on the contrary, maintains his integrity of char- 
acter throughout. Finally, a young man by the name of Elihu, who 
has remained silent during all of this controversy, suggests that 
Job’s suffering may only be understood in the light of God’s per- 
missive and sovereign will (32—37). It is with his speech that our 
lesson for today concludes (37:14-24). However, as is most ap- 
propriate, it is God Himself Who has the final word (38—42). 
Our lesson selects certain portions from this challenging book to 
discuss the topic: how and when human wisdom fails. It will be 
almost impossible to understand the lesson unless some attention 





By THE REV. WICK BROOMALL, TH.M. 


Lesson for April 23, 1961 


WHEN HUMAN WISDOM FAILS 


Bible Material: Job 4:1-9; 8:1-10; 11: 
1-20; 21; 37:14-24 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:33-40 
Memory Seiection: Job 28:28 


is given to each of the portions selected. 


Il. THE DEBATE 


1. The first speech of Eliphaz (4:1-9). With this 
man, apparently the oldest of Job’s three friends, be- 
gins the controversy that does not end until 32:40. 
Eliphaz first approaches Job with caution (4:2) to re- 
mind him that that Job himself had once been a coun- 
selor (4:3) of others and had confirmed (4:4) those 
with weak knees, that is, who were not able to bear up 
under life’s trials. Now that a change (4:5) has taken 
place in Job’s circumstances, his confidence (4:6) 
should not weaken. Job is likewise reminded that 
there is a divine connection (4:7-9) , illustrated in his- 
tory and providence, between sin and punishment: the 
innocent have nothing to fear. Perhaps (as Eliphaz 
subtly and unobtrusively implies) there may be the 
same connection in Job’s case. Later on this same 
Eliphaz will openly charge Job with being a flagrant 
sinner (22:5-9). For the present he is content to state 
his thesis: All suffering comes from sin only. Though 
enlarged in details, Eliphaz never changes his tune. 


2. The first speech of Bildad (8:1-10). Bildad is 
even more outspoken in his initial attack upon Job’s 
integrity. He is outspoken in his rebuke (8:1,2) of 
Job. He declares that God’s righteousness (8:3) can- 
not be questioned: Job’s retribution (8:4-6) must 
have come upon him, Bildad insists, because (1) his 
children have sinned (8:4), (2) he himself has be- 
come spiritually decadent (8:4), and (3) he is not, 
as he professes to be, pure and upright (8:6). The 
law of reward (8:6b,7) is such that Job’s calamities 











would never have come upon him if these three things 
had not been true. To support his charges Bildad ap- 
peals to the records (8:8-10) of history and experience. 
Bildad, as is quite obvious, simply repeats the accusa- 
tions of Eliphaz. He simply puts a few more sticks 
under the pot to make it boil more vigorously. 


3. The first speech of Zophar (11:1-20). What Eliphaz 
and Bildad have merely suggested or insinuated about 
Job’s guilt, Zophar, a sophisticated man, sets forth 
rudely as the real thing. This man Zophar is relent- 
lessly dogmatic and logical — but quite unsympathetic. 
He is at heart a Pharisee: claiming great knowledge 
but manifesting little compassion. There is little won- 
der that such a man failed to respond to Job’s appeal 
in the third round of the debate. 


There are five things that stand out in Zophar’s 
discourse: (1) he haughtily accuses Job of having a 
high opinion of his own views (11:1-3); (2) he charges 
Job with a low opinion of God’s wisdom (11:5-6) , His 
infinitude (11:7-10), and His knowledge of man’s na- 
ture (11:11,12); (3) he arrogantly calls upon Job to 
repent and turn from his sin (11:13,14); (4) he, like 
a modern socialist, promises Job all the blessings 
in the catalog of goodness: freedom from fear (11:15), 
freedom from misery and want (11:16), sunshine and 
brightness every day (11:17), security and safety (11: 
18, 19a), and popularity (11:19b); (5) he subtly im- 
plies that Job will have none of these blessings so long 
as he remains in the camp of the wicked (11:20). 
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4. Job’s defense (21:1-34). This chapter closes the 
second series of discourses between Job and his three 
friends. Zophar has repeated, in chapter 20, the argu- 
ment he had previously used less severely in chapter 
11: that Job’s misery is directly traceable to his wicked- 
ness and insincerity. By this time, it appears, Zophar 
has used up all his ammunition, for he does not reap- 
pear in the last series of speeches (chapters 32—38) . 


Chapter 21 gives us a good sample of Job’s reasoning. 
It will help us in our own efforts to cope with the prob- 
lem of suffering to study this chapter. With some de- 
gree of timidity and hesitation (21:1-5), Job appeals 
to his friends to listen to him as he suggests a thought 
which actually causes horror to him personally (21:6) 
and which also seems to question the fairness of God’s 
providence. He is certain that the position consistently 
maintained by them, namely, that wickedness always 
brings suffering, is not only false from what we see 
among wicked men (21:7 15) but also cannot be proved. 
Job seems to imply (21:16) that the wicked are not 
responsible for their own prosperity (that is, it may 
be due to a higher power) . 


Then, as if to answer Zophar (ch. 20) and his com- 
panions, Job, with clear logic, points out (1) that the 
wicked do not suffer calamity very often (21:17,18) ; 
(2) that the suffering experienced by children of sin- 
ful men does not punish their parents after they are 
dead (21:19-22); (3) that, though all “lie down in 
the dust” together (21:26), equally sinful men die in 
different ways and at different times (21:22-26); (4) 
that, though his friends intend to wrong him (21:27- 
33) , they should know, if only they would consult men 
who have traveled widely (21:29), that the wicked 
are often spared in the day of wrath (21:30, RSV) , and 
then, when they actually die, have an honorable grave 
and a memorial (21:21,35). Consequently, (5) that 
his friends’ argument, instead of comforting him, 
have nothing in them at all but falsehood (21:34). 


5. Elihu’s speech (37:14-24). The brief portion 
of Scripture in our lesson is the closing part of Elihu’s 
long discourse (chs. 32—36). His speech seems to have 
been broken off by the sudden appearance of God in 
the whirlwind (chs. 38—42). The main burden of 
Elihu’s message is that neither Job nor his three friends 
are right. They have failed to see the greatest truth of 
all: the fact that God is sovereign and does not need 
to explain to men all His actions. Job, according to 
Elihu, had charged God with unrighteousness while 
maintaining his own integrity and innocency. Job's 
three friends, Elihu contends, had arbitrarily insisted 
that Job must be a sinner even though they could not 
sustain their accusation with any evidence. The situa- 
tion had boiled down to an “either . . . or” proposition. 
Elihu points Job and his friends to a third possibility: 
that Job’s sufferings may be due to God’s permissive 
will for the purpose of chastening Job’s pride and for 
the purpose of preparing Job for richer and fuller min- 
istries of grace. 


To put it briefly, Elihu insists on three points: (1) 
Job must be submissive rather than demanding an an- 
swer; (2) Job must recognize that God is sovereign in 
governing the world even though He does not always 
satisfy man’s opinion as to how He should act; (3) 
Job must remember that there are unsolved mysteries 


in God’s providence that cannot now be understood 
by men. 


But let us come more specifically to that closing part 
(37:14-24) of Elihu’s speech which ends our lesson for 
today. The irresistible logic of Elihu’s reasoning may 
be seen more clearly if we look at it under two head- 
ings: 

a. God is vindicated negatively by man’s imperfec- 
tions. Elihu here asserts man’s limited knowledge (37: 
15,16), man’s limited ability (37:18), man’s darkness 
of mind (37:19,20), and man’s speechlessness before 
God’s terrible majesty (37:20-24). All these vindicate 
anything which God might choose to do. 


b. God is vindicated positively by His own perfec- 
tion. Here Elihu cites at least six things: (1) God's 
wondrous works in nature (37:14,16); (2) God’s per- 
fect knowledge (37:16); (3) God's terrible majesty (37: 
21,22); (4) God’s inscrutable mature (37:23a); (5) 
God's justice never is unjust (37:23b); (6) God does 
not hear those who “are wise of heart” (37:24). 


Perhaps the description in 37:21-24 is the very heart 
of Elihu’s message. The thought is developed around 
a comparison with nature. When the clouds cover the 
sun we cannot see the sun; but when the winds cause 
the clouds to pass away, then we can see the sun clear- 
ly. Someday the “golden splendor” (37:22, American 
Version) will come. Well, let us turn to Paul for the 
same thought: “For now we see in a mirror, darkly; 
but then face to face: now I know in part; but then 
shall I know fully even as also I was fully known” (I 
Cor. 13:12, American Version). 


Il. THE CONCLUSION: 
(28:28) 


This verse declares Job’s basic faith. It is interest- 
ing to note that the word “man” and “Adam” are the 
same in the Hebrew. If we take this verse as applicable 
to Adam and then to all men we find some wonderful 
truths. For, as is quite evident, Adam was instigated 
by the Devil to become “wise” (see Gen. 3:5). And 
because the fear of the Lord did not prevail in Adam’s 
heart, Adam did not depart from the contemplated 
evil (the forbidden fruit). But now, as in Job’s own 
case (Job 1:1,8), true wisdom is found in humble 
fear of (that is, trust in) the Lord. This trust will 
cause us to turn away from evil. May we so trust our 
Lord Jesus Christ! 


The Memory Selection 





They never seek in vain that seek the Lord aright.— 
Burns, MODERN DICTIONARY OF THOUGHTS. 


MONTREAT - ANDERSON 
Coeducational Junior College 


Fully accredited. An affiliated Presbyterian College 
Liberal Arts — Business Education — Music 
Terminal Courses — Business and Church Secretary 


Total Cost $855 — Liberal Scholarships. 
Calvin Grier Davis, President 
Box J, Montreat, N. C. 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR APRIL 23, 1961 











By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





What Shall I Do With The Summer? 


Scripture—Romans 12 
Suggested Hymns— 
“Just as I Am, Thine Own to Be” 


“O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 


(The person who leads this program should have as 
much experience as possible in leading discussions. 
He should know how to draw a response from the 
young people. The questions offered below should 
stir up some ideas and discussions. If there is no re- 
sponse to questions put to the group in general, they 
can be directed to specific individuals. A good discus- 
sion leader will always allow time for voluntary contri- 
butions. When the discussion strays from the question, 
the leader should politely but firmly bring the group 
back to the subject at hand.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: It 
may be that some of us have already made our plans for 
the summer in detail while others have hardly given 
the matter a thought. In either case, there are some 
things which all of us need to take into account regard- 
ing the way we use our summers. Because we are 
Christians we are bound to take God into considera- 
tion concerning the use of our time, be it summer or 
winter. Just because we look forward to a vacation 
from school doesn’t mean that we also take a vacation 
from God or from Christian responsibility. We are 
going to raise some questions which we, as Christian 
young people, must answer with respect to these sum- 
mer activities. (The material which follows is for 
suggestion only, and not to be read.) 


1. SUMMER JOBS. 


Why do young people ordinarily want summer jobs? 
To make money? To pass the time? To gain needed 
experience in some area in order to better prepare 
themselves? To be helpful — to make a contribution 
to society? Which of these motives are most consistent 
with Christianity, and why? 


Why do young people want to earn money? For 
college? To help the family? To support a car? To 
make more spending money? 


Just because a summer job is temporary, should a 
Christian young person be willing to take whatever 


CHURCH PAPER WEEK 


April 16-23 





comes along? What about Sunday work? What about 
the wholesomeness of the atmosphere and surroundings 
of the job? What about the character of the people 
with whom the young person will be associated? 


2. SUMMER SCHOOL. 


An increasing number of young people are going to 
summer school, both at high school and college levels. 
Why? To conform to the social pattern . . . because 
everybody else is doing it? Because it is a way to dodge 
more serious work? To make up past failures? To 
get ahead academically? To save money? To take 
extra courses which cannot be worked into the schedule 
during the regular term? Which of these motives 


are most in keeping with the best of Christian char- 
acter? 


3. SUMMER AT HOME. 


Do most young people need the summer to “rest up” 
from nine months of school? Many undoubtedly do. 
How does rest differ from loafing? Sincere Christian 
young people want to help their families all they can. 
School work during the regular term puts a limit on 
the amount of work that can be done around the home. 
A young person who works at home in the summer 
can often contribute as much to the family’s finances 
as one who works at an outside job. Why is this so? 
What are some of the things young people can do to 
help at home? What are some of the recreational ac- 
tivities young people can enjoy together with the 
family? (Picnics, trips, etc.) What are some of the 
recreational activities that can be entered into with 
other teenage friends? What are some of the things 
that are wholesome and inexpensive as well as fun? 
What about the summer as a time for pleasure read- 
ing? 

4. SUMMER AND THE CHURCH. 

Summer is a time when young people can participate 
more actively in the work of the church. What are 
some of the ways? Attend services more regularly? 
Help in Bible school and Sunday School? Help in 
the choir? Attend summer camps and conferences . 
both local and presbytery? Attend some of the As- 
sembly-wide conferences, such as the World Missions 
Conference at Montreat? Do office work or take on 
cleaning and repair projects at the local church? 


Ask for additional suggestions from the young peo- 
ple. 


Closing Prayer. 





I have lived to thank God that all my prayers have not 
been answered.—Jean Ingelow, MODERN DICTIONARY 
OF THOUGHTS. 
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7 SYMBOL 


of Christian concern 
and Financial security 


For many years, the overlapping worlds of the Board of World Missions emblem 
have stood as a symbol of Christian concern and financial security. 


More than fifty years ago, the Board wrote its first annuity contract. In the 
years since then, during good times and bad, the Board has never missed or been 
late with a single annuity payment. 


But in addition to providing financial security for its donors, the Board is proud 
of the use to which we put the funds derived from the Annuity Gift Plan. This 
financial support has enabled us to send additional missionaries to many countries, 
taking the teachings of Christ to thousands of people who would otherwise have 
been unreached. 


If you are interested in serving the Lord in foreign lands, and at the same time 
obtaining financial security and a good income, write for our free folder on 
annuities, “A (Guaranteed Lifetime Investment.’ Address 









CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY * * * Manford Geo. Gutzke, D.D., Ph.D. 
LIVING IN CHRIST—May: “That I May Know Him” 
Philippians 3:1-11 


In this section of his letter the Apostle Paul brings 
himself — that is to say his own spiritual outlook — 
before the Philippians. As we follow the text we are 
to consider Paul as a demonstration of what it means 
to be “living in Christ.” To be sure throughout the 
entire letter the theme of the “mind which was in 
Christ Jesus” as the aim of Christians is uppermost. We 
have been studying various aspects of this “mind” all 
year. Now the apostle is going to apply the theme to 
himself. He is going to say that for him there is noth- 


ing in the whole world that can take the place of 
knowing Christ. 


SUMMARY CONSIDERATIONS 


Having written the major part of his theme in the 
first two chapters (although a great part of the letter 
remains) , Paul comes to specific and summary consider- 
ations. With almost half of the letter to go, here is 
nevertheless the beginning of the apostle’s “closing” 
comments. He writes: 


“Finally, brethren, rejoice in the Lord” (3:1). This 
verse, which repeats the frequent note of joy in this 
little book, deserves a special word of explanation. 
To rejoice is rather easy to say — it must be very hard 
for some people to do. A hint about how the apostle 
meant for the Philippians to do it comes to us when 
we remember that these people who were being asked 
to rejoice were people facing danger, even death. Paul 
was trying to prepare them for the hard days that were 
coming. He said: “Rejoice in the Lord!” 


Was there a possibility that he would be killed? 
“Rejoice in the Lord!” Was there a possibility that 
they would run into real trouble? “Rejoice in the 
Lord!” This was not Paul’s way of saying that the 
Philippians should be glad about everything. It was, 
however, his way of saying that regardless of their cir- 
cumstances, they could feel glad about one thing: about 
the Lord. They were to turn to the Lord and find 
their abiding joy in Him. In life’s darkest moments 
a Christian can gain great comfort from the certainty 


that the Lord is with him. This is to rejoice in the 
Lord. 


“To write the same things to you, to me indeed is 
not grevious, but for you it is safe” (3:1). What he 
means here is that he does not mind writing still more 
about the same things he has already written about. 
He does not mind telling them to look death calmly 
in the face, for he has been there and he knows that 
death holds no fears. He does not mind asking them 
to be prepared to suffer the loss of all things, for that 
is what has happened to him. And moreover it will 
be helpful to them and strengthening to them. 


Next follows a strange sentence. It contains three 
“bewares:” “Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, 
beware of the concision.” 


I expect that many of us would ordinarily read 
through that verse and go on reading. But the repeti- 
tion is for emphasis. It suggests that at this point we 
should pay special attention. If you were to walk 
down a corridor and suddenly come across three signs 
in succession, “Beware! Beware! Beware!” you probab- 
ly would exercise a great deal of caution. No doubt 
the apostle intends to suggest great caution here. We 
will see that in each case the reference is to a kind of 
spiritual danger. 


Dogs. The Bible defines elsewhere what it means 
by a dog. The reference is not very elegant, but it is 


applied to people in all of its inelegance. A dog, in 
Scripture, is a person without any respect or considera- 
tion for spiritual things. And how would you beware 
of people devoid of appreciation for spiritual things? 
Well, you would avoid them and be careful that they 
do not influence you. 


There are people who do not look for God to have 
any vital relationship with them. They do not ap- 
preciate the Word of God. They do not care that 
they are seen by God. Beware of such persons! They 
may talk fluently, plausibly and apparently effectively 
about good things. But they are not speaking the Word 
of God if they do not have respect for deeply spiritual 
considerations. 


Evil workers. 


The apostle does not mean people of 
criminal intent. 


He means people whose influence is 
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toward evil. And a great many seemingly good people 
have an influence which is toward evil. There is a 
cultured — polite — refined — socially acceptable — 
influence which is toward evil. For example, there 
are people who would turn you from your church. Be- 
ware of such people. There are those who might in- 
vite you to some activity which would keep you from 
Prayer Meeting on Wednesday night; whose example 
might suggest to you that you can do less for the Lord 
than you have been doing or give less to the Lord 
than you have been giving — beware of such people! 


If you count among your intimate friends people 
who incline you to treat Sunday as any other day; who 
incline you to be careless about the use of the Name 
of God; who incline you to pray less than you did 
before — you are not wise, the apostle would say. 


Concision. The word means “cutting off,” “a 
schism,” “‘a division.” The reference is to those who 
would draw Christians into air-tight compartments of 
faith, making you to believe that they and they only 
know the truth. In Paul’s day the reference was to cer- 
tain Jewish converts who went about teaching that un- 
less Christians followed the Jews in a complete obedi- 
ence to the law of Moses, they could not be saved. To- 
day the Church is not so much troubled by people 
who make faith too narrow a thing as by people who 
make it too broad a thing. If there is a parallel in the 
Church today with the “circumcision party” of the 
early Christian Church it would be those who go 
about to establish a Christian’s relation to his Lord on 
the basis of what he does instead of what he believes. 
Some would tell you that your relation to your fellow 
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man is more important than your relation to the Lord 
Jesus. Such people would be of the “concision.” 


In the next verse (v. 3) Paul goes on to elaborate 
by saying that obedience to God is of the spirit and not 
of the flesh. That is, those who truly belong to God 
are those whose hearts are right with God, not simply 
those who go through the motions. They “rejoice in 
Christ Jesus” — that is they have their pleasure in the 
Lord. And they don’t trust themselves, their strength 
or their human connections — their trust (confidence) 
is wholly in the Lord Jesus. 


THE APOSTLE’S PERSONAL TESTIMONY 


Continuing with the theme of resting wholly upon 
the Lord Jesus rather than upon any human or ma- 
terial thing, Paul goes on to mention in detail the 
things he has given up in order to be “living in Christ.” 


In this section he is contrasting one who trusts in 
the “flesh” with one who trusts only in Christ. By 
the “flesh” he means all things pertaining to human 
nature and to the world. These are not necessarily 
all evil. They are simply oy = y Many things 
of the “flesh” are very good indeed. They include 
music, art, the beauty which belongs to the world. 
They also include natural virtue: ordinary decency 
and gracious living. These things are good but they 
have no spiritual significance. 


Verses 5 and 6 actually sketch out the things of the 
“flesh” which the apostle means to contrast with the 
things of the “spirit” and I want you to notice that 
every single one of them has religious significance. 
They are not simply material values, they are religious 
values. It is his religious heritage that Paul says he 
has given up as being wholly inadequate. Notice 
these: 


1) Citrcumcised the eighth day (v. 5). That is to 
say, his parents dedicated him to God as an infant. He 
was marked for God. But it was a thing of the flesh. 
It was important enough and significant as far as it 
went but Paul means to say that he would not put any 
trust in ceremonials, as such. 


2) Of the stock of Israel. That is, of the people of 
God. Today we would say, of a Christian heritage 
and culture — brought up in a Christian environment. 
I had the experience of being brought up in a Chris- 
tian environment. In Canada, where I was raised, the 
whole community observed the Sabbath day by law. 
The stores were closed. Even the theatres were not 
permitted to open on Sunday. It was a “Christian” 
culture. But not a “value” in which a man could 
place confidence for any spiritual benefit. 


3) Of the tribe of Benjamin. That is, of a particu- 
lar religious heritage. Today we might say, of a Pres- 
byterian family. That is, of one particular body of 
believers instead of another. 
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4) A Hebrew of the Hebrews. Today we would say, 
“a dyed-in-the-wool Protestant!” 


5) As touching the law, a pharisee. By “law” Paul 
means the Scripture. He reminds the Philippians that 
he once was a pharisee. From the standpoint of hu- 
man moral attainment that was something creditable. 
We don’t want to forget that the pharisees were very 
good men. They were men who tried especially hard 
to keep the law of God exactly. They couldn’t do it 
but they tried. They were the sort of people who 
fasted more often than anybody else, who gave tithes 
of all they possessed. They prayed regularly. In fact 
they were so very good that they began to put a great 
deal of store in their goodness — too much store. But 
by recalling that he was once a pharisee Paul meant 
to say that he believed and accepted the teachings of 
the Scripture and believed they should be defended. 
Today he would have said that he was a conservative 
rather than a liberal — that he came from a funda- 
mentalist background. 


6) Concerning zeal, persecuting the Church. To- 
day Paul would have said that he had so much zeal 
for his Church that he was against everybody else. As 
a Presbyterian, he would have been such a good Pres- 
byterian that he would not have had any use for Meth- 
odists, Baptists, or any other Church. 


7) Touching the righteousness which is of the law, 
blameless. By this remark Paul actually meant to say 
that he had lived an exemplary life: he could not re- 
call having done anything for which he was sorry. 
What a testimony! 


But all these things which “were gain to me” — that 
is, which were good things and to his credit — the 
apostle declares he was willing to set aside for Christ. 
This does not mean that he had undone the things 
of the “flesh” — that he now violated the rules under 
which he had once lived — but rather that he was no 
longer putting his trust in them. He was not putting 
his trust in the fact that his parents had dedicated him 
to God; in the fact that he belonged to a special com- 
pany of people; that he came from a fundamentalist 
background; or that he had lived a blameless life. All 
these things taken together are not enough, he is saying. 





THE IMPORTANT THING: TO KNOW CHRIST 


“Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord...” (v. 8). The one thing that counts — de- 
clares Paul — is to know the Lord Jesus. For Him— 
he says—he has given up all things and counts them 
but refuse . . . trash. 


These verses are among the most sublime in the 
apostle’s writings. To “live in Christ” is to know the 
Lord Jesus, to be found in Him, to have His righteous- 
ness (mind you, to have the very goodness of the Lord 
Jesus Himself) which is the righteousness given by 
God to those who believe. Paul declares that he wants 
to know Christ personally — more than that, he wants 
to have an experience in his own life of the power of 
His resurrection, together with a comparable experi- 
ence of suffering and even death for His sake. 


To “know the power of His resurrection” meant, to 
Paul, that he would “attain unto the resurrection of 
the dead.” I take this reference to mean the “resur- 
rection” which the Christian experiences in this world. 
The apostle often referred to human nature as “dead” 
in trespasses and sins. And he spoke of the power of 
God in human life as that which “quickened” or made 
alive, spiritually. Here, therefore, I believe he was 
speaking of the power of Christ’s resurrection to bring 
him to new life, as a believer. 


In all this — in order to have what he needed — 
he must know Jesus Christ. All other things to his 
credit were good, but they would not deliver him from 
the bondage of sin. He could be delivered from the 
bondage of sin only by knowing the Lord Jesus, which 
meant turning his heart and his mind and everything 
else over to Him. 


That was for Paul and it is for us the only sure way 
to have the blessing of God. 


* * * > . * 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available 
on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., Box 7512, 
Station C, Atlanta 9, Ga. Ask for No. 60-10. (4 lessons 
on each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 60-9, 60-10, 
60-11 $9.00. 








CURRICULUM—trom p. 11 


including the pronouncements of the 
major ecumenical bodies today. 


3) The Christian Life — “is the re- 
sponse of the Church, both corporate- 
ly and individually, to the revelation 
of God in Jesus Christ as it lives its 
life under His Lordship and seeks to 
fulfill the mission entrusted to the 
Church by Jesus Christ” (IV. p. 6). 
This “approach” to the Christian faith 
takes into account the existential sit- 
uation in which a person finds himself 
and through which he presumably finds 
God. 


The “foundation” papers carefully 
emphasize that the other approaches 
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are not to be taken on a par with that 
of the Bible — in fact that all three 
must be Biblically oriented in order 
to be valid. However the point of the 
whole discussion is that the Bible will 
not be considered the only subject for 
study. 


We believe that the curriculum plan- 
ners intend to make the Bible truly 
central in the educational program 
of the Church — more truly central 
than it has been. 


However, we wish they had not 
considered it so vital to justify other 
subjects for study than the Bible; so 
necessary to prove that “the Bible does 
not pretend to record all that is essen- 
tial for response to God in the twen- 


APRIL 12. 


tieth century”; so important to say 
that “the Bible (does not) contain in 
itself the entire literature to be used 
in the curriculum of the Church.” This, 
to us, is to belabor a point which does 
not need to be labored. 


No one we know would contend that 
the Bible must be studied for itself 
alone. We see no reason to take pains 
to validate a positive, non-Biblical ap- 
proach to the Christian faith. When 
non-Biblical approaches are officially 
validated, then it becomes necessary 
to hedge about the provisions validat- 
ing such approaches in order to keep 
them from getting out of hand. 


Personally, we wish the curriculum 
planners had not authorized their writ- 
ers to introduce a variety of subjects 


1961 





into the material being prepared, at 
the very time when the great cry across 
the Church is, “Back to the Bible!” 
They intend to be faithful to the Bible 
but we wonder if giving the writers 
more rope than they actually need 
will not make it harder for them to 
produce literature which is “back to 
the Bible” ... enough. 


We are reminded of the difference 
between expository preaching and 
much topical preaching as both sorts 
may be equally faithful to the Bible. 
The difference is mostly at the starting 
point. 


Expository preaching will make 
mention of the arts, of secular litera- 
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National Christian College Day falls on April 16, 1961. It marks a 
good time for Presbyterians to note that, of the 2,011 institutions 
of higher education in our nation, 27 are ours. They are schools of 


quality, reflecting the sch 
They merit our support! 


SENIOR COLLEGES 

Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga 

Arkansas College, Batesville, Ark. 

Austin College, Sherman, Tex 

Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss 

Centre College, Danville, Ky 

Davidson College, Davidson, N.( 

Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, W. Va 

Florida Presbyterian College, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Hampden-Sydney College, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


King College, Bristol, Tenn 

Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Va 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, $.C 
Queens College, Charlotte, N.C 


St. Andrews Presbyterian College, Laurinburg, N.C. 


Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, N.C 
Peace College, Raleigh, N.C 
Presbyterian Junior College, Maxton, N.C. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


re! 





KEEP IT BRICHT 


larly roots of the Reformed faith. 


Southwestern at Memphis, Memphis, Tenn. 
Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala 
Westminster College, Fulton, M 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 

Lees Junior College, Jackson, Ky. 
Lees-McRae College, Banner Elk, N.C. 
Montreat-Anderson College, Montreat, N.C. 
School of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Miss. 
Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, Texas 


SEMINARIES 


Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Austin, Texas 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. 

Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. 

Presbyterian School of Christian Education, 
Richmond, Va. 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 


ture and of history. But expository 
preaching begins with the Bible and 
never takes one hand off the Bible. 


Topical preaching will also make 
mention of the arts, of secular litera. 
ture and of history. But topical 
preaching begins with a topic and some. 
times finds it hard to keep one hand 
on the Bible. 


We are perfectly convinced that the 
only way to overcome the Biblical and 
spiritual illiteracy of our day is to 
orient the new curriculum in terms of 
more expository and less topical teach- 
ing. 

To this end we give the planners and 
the writers all the encouragement pos- 
sible. We hope the Church will do 
the same. 





Our credit in heaven is not deter- 
mined by what we give but by what 
we have left. 
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the heart of the gospel story. Breadth is also 
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correlated to the Bible lessons. 
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Do you want patience? Most of us 
de. Be sure then and accept God’s 
prescription, “The trying of your faith 
worketh patience (James 1:3-4)”. So, 
just know that when trials come your 
way that the beautiful and divine blos- 
som of patience is unfolding before 
your eyes. 

—Dr. R. W. Cousar 
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Hittites, Amorites, and Suburbanites 
all interest Westminster students. Cof- 
fee talk about Hittite treaties deepens 
understanding of the form of God's 
covenant. But Suburbanites are not for- 
gotten. Westminster’s commitment to 
the integrity of the Bible trains men to 
preach Christ from the Old Testament 
to all the tribes of our atomic age. 


Professor E. J. Young, Ph.D. 
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text. Thy Word Is Truth 

champions the authority of Scripture. His com- 
mentaries show his teaching skill. In the 
classroom he communicates his zeal for Hebrew 
in a unique language laboratory course. 


Frotesses Meredith Kline, Ph.D. 


Was the second tablet 
of stone at Sinai a copy 
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the ancient Near East- 
fF ern setting, Dr. Kline 
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and thorough study of 
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Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 
5. Job Suffers 
DO YOU KNOW—Why Satan troubled Job? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Job 1:8-12; 2:3-6. 


WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about why Satan troubled 
Job? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Christ is with us in suffering. Psalm 
91:15; Isaiah 41:10; John 14:18; John 16:33. 


GOD PRAISES JOB’S GOOD LIFE 


Job 1:1-12. “There was a man in the land of __ __, whose 
name was __ __ __; and that man was perfect and upright, 
and 
_. _._.__.. This man was ‘the atin encima of all 
the men in the __ __ __ __ 
(Write the number of the verse which tells each fact.) 

Satan came into the presence of the Lord. 

God said, “Job is a perfect and an upright man.” 


SATAN TROUBLES JOB 
Job 1:13-19; 2:1-8. What happened to Job's possessions? 








500 yoke of oxen: The Sabeans __ __ __ __ them. 

7,000 sheep: _. __ __ __ fell and burned them. 

3,000 camels: the ____ __ __ __ __ __ __ ___ took them. 
Sons and daughters: A great _. __ __ __ struck the house and 


it fell upon them. 
Many servants: All were killed. 
Satan had to save Job’s _. __ __ __. Job was covered with 


LOYAL JOB IS REWARDED BY GOD 


Job 1:20-22; 42:10-13. Satan was wrong. Nothing that 
happened to Job could make him angry with God. “Then Job 


arose, and _. _. _. — (tore) his mantle (coat) and 
Pe ee ee his head, and fell down upon the ground, 
and worshipped.” Job said, “Blessed be the _. _. __ __ of 


the LORD.” Job passed the test. “The LORD gave Job 
en as much as he had before.’’ Read Nahum 1:7. 
“The Lord is __ __ __ —_, a strong hold in the day of 
Pe val dh we nt gE ; and He knoweth them that _. __ __ © © 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Who cut Samson's hair? 
Judges 16:19. 


(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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MINISTERS 


Archie C. Ray, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
has become pastor of the newly or- 
ganized Grace church, Lafayette, 
La. 

J. Elwin Wright, from Tujunga, 
Calif., to Rumney Depot, N. H. 

K. C. Willis, from Shorter, Ala., to 
the Westview church, Mt. Holly, 
N. C. 

Harry D. Painter, from Springfield, 
W. Va., to the Mattoax church, 
Amelia, Va. 

William R. Reily, is serving the St. 
Stephen church, Houston, Tex. 
Malcolm Bruce Robertson, who has 
been studying overseas, has become 
pastor of the Pleasant Hill, Mo., 
church. 

Charles A. Schism, from Camilla, 
Ga., to the Lynhaven, Fla., church. 
Ben A. Rice, from Rose Hill, Va., 
to CHC, USNR, Chaplain School, 
Bldg. 117, U. S. Naval Base, New- 
port, Rhode Island. 

Legh R. Scott, (H.R.) from Rome 
Ga., c/o Albert Hotel, Selma, Ala., 
temporary supply at First Church. 
James E. Wood, from the Jehovah- 
Jireh church, Lynchburg, Va., has 
accepted a call to the Riverview 
church, Leaksville, N. C., effective 
May 1. 


DEATHS 


Taylor H. Stukes, an elder in the 
Manning, S. C., church, a former 
Moderator of the Synod of South 
Carolina and 21 years on the Su- 
preme Court of South Carolina, died 
February 20, 1961. 

William Arthur Daniel (H.R.), for 
60 years a minister of the Presby- 
terian Churches U. S. A. and U. S., 
died February 23, 1961, in Marshall, 
Tex. His last pastorate was in We- 
wahitchka, Fla. 





LETTERS 
EQUALIZATION FUND 


The Equalization Fund, as I under- 
stand it, is made up by taking 5% of 
the gifts of the churches to benevolent 
causes, many of which are specifically 


designated for those causes. This 
Equalization Fund is then used to 
make up shortages in the askings or 
needs of other agencies or institutions. 
Am I correct in this? 


If this is true, then gifts designated 
for World Missions might be diverted 
to subsidize the Presbyterian Survey 
er to aid some agency short of funds. 
This is to divert funds away from the 
intention of the giver without his con- 
sent, in my opinion. 


—H. C. Williams 
Charlotte, N. C. 


All of the agencies subsidize the 
SURVEY, making possible that $1 
subscription. For a discussion of the 
whole problem see p. 5, this issue. 
—Ed. 





A MODERN CURRICULUM 


The Presbyterian Church here uses 
the “Christian Faith and Life’ cur- 
riculum (Note — U. P. U. S. A. litera- 
ture alluded to in the March 15 Jour- 
nal). I became the pastor six months 
ago and took a look at the new cur- 
riculum for the first time. Needless 
to say, I was dismayed at first with 
the scant amount of doctrinal con- 
tent . . . Two hard-cover story books 
on the life of Jesus were to be used 
as sources. In general these were ac- 
curate recountings from the Gospel 
stories. But there was the inevitable 
interpreting, which at points gave a 
low view of the Person of Christ... 


I have yet to find in the new litera- 
ture a clear setting forth of the pur- 
pose of Christ’s death in God’s plan. 
His death is accounted for from the 
human viewpoint: He was not the 
kind of king they wanted . . . Nothing 
is said in any way about our having 
offended the holy justice of God 
through disobedience and becoming 
subject to the curse of the law, nor 
is there any suggestion that Christ 
Jesus was made a curse and became 
sin, for us, to redeem us from sin’s 
penalty and power. 


If this new approach to Christian 
education has in all its confusion and 
inconsistency any prevailing theologi- 
cal position, it seems to be universal- 
ism rather than Calvinism. The dis- 
turbing thing is that the whole 
Church, except for some individual 
conservatives, seems to be losing its 
footing respecting its Calvinism. The 
first step was to shy away from dou- 
ble predestination, as if God didn’t 
know how to subtract. Then, since 
Hell is such an offensive concept, 


these modern 
wished it away. 


“theologians” have 


—(Rev.) Glenn H. Fishbeck 
Ubly, Mich. 


At the moment we are rather opti- 
mistic about the outcome of the 


effort which is being made to keep 


this denomination from the same prim. 
rose path. If JOURNAL readers are re. 
sponding to the invitation to com. 
municate with the editors and writers 
of the new U. S. curriculum we ex. 
pect the literature of this Church to 
come out differently.—Ed. 





I thoroughly enjoyed the March 
15th Journal, and was especially in- 
terested in your appraisal of the new 
curriculum. Until we moved here 
three years ago I had belonged to but 
one church since birth, a U. P. U. S. A. 
church. Over the years I became 
aware of a gradual change in my 
home church and am very much 
alarmed about its present witness and 
testimony . . .My husband and I were 
teachers in the Junior Department at 
the time the big uproar over the Faith 
and Life Curriculum started. Al- 
though we were much opposed to it 
and keenly disappointed in it, the ma- 
jority of church members voted to 
adopt it and we were forced to use it. 
I prayerfully hope that Christian peo- 
ple such as yourself can help prevent 
the U. S. Church from adopting like 
material. Please add us to your list 
of subscribers. 


—Tennessee 





“A little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump.”” — Galatians 5:9. Watch little 
things. It is the small irritations, the 
little sins that poison life’s entire out- 
look. 





MONTREAT FURNISHED COTTAGE 
FOR RENT — Modern two bedrooms, 
year around house. Ideal for retired 


couple. Year's lease only. W. C. 
Cooper, Arden, N. C. 





Teacher of English or social studies 
who can teach bookkeeping and short- 
hand needed in Christian high school at 
Rabun Gap, Georgia. Write: School, 
Rabun Gap, Georgia. 





Opportunity for assistant girls’ dormi- 
tory housemother who can also work 
in lunchroom for school at Rabun Gap, 
Georgia. Write: School, Rabun Gap, 
Georgia. 
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